Identification and utilization of proxy characters in extant families has been accomplished with success for fossil members of the Calappidae, Hepatidae, Necrocarcinidae, Matutidae, and Hexapodidae. The fossil and extant Raninidae have been revised using primarily hard-part morphology preserved in the fossil record although formal designation of "proxy characters" has not occurred. Hard-part characters can also be used to differentiate among members of the Atelecyclidae and the Cheiragonidae.
Introduction
The application of the work of Guinot (1968a Guinot ( , b, 1978 Guinot ( , 1979 (Guinot, 1968a, b) . Differences (Rathbun, 1930; Glaessner, 1969 (Schweitzer, in press) ( Table   1 ). Extant xanthoids are diagnosed based upon features of the eyes, antennae, mouthparts, gonopores, gonopods, and the degree of fusion of the articles of the first pereiopods, the abdomen, and the sternum (Guinot, 1979; Davie, 2002 (Ng, 1998; Davie, 2002) and are thus quite useful to the paleontologist as is the work on the sternum, abdomen, and pereiopods by Guinot (1968a Guinot ( , b, 1978 Guinot ( , 1979 and others. (Schweitzer, in press).
Members of Via's (1959) (2000) and Davie (2002) (Glaessner, 1969 Glaessner, 1969; Muller, 1984; Schweitzer, 2000; Schweitzer & Feldmann, 2001; Schweitzer, in press. List of xanthoid families, recognized at the time of this writing (March, 2003) 
